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Theme: Called through Baptism into the family of God
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Jesus: Priest, Prophet and King
At baptism we were reborn and became children of God. We were marked with oil as a sign that we have been consecrated to God and anointed by the Holy Spirit. This anointing also was a sign that we are joined to Christ and share in his threefold mission as priest, prophet and king, but what does this mean?

Priest
The priest is one who prays, who thanks God for his Divine presence in the world but also intercedes on behalf of those looking to recognise God in the world.  The priest is called to make sacrifices on behalf of those that they serve.  They walk the border between heaven and earth as friends of God and friends of humanity, working to bring them together.  The laity are called to this priestly life, to be persons of prayer, interceding on behalf of the people of God, but also to be the answer to those same prayers by making Christ ever more present in the world, even if that comes with the cost of personal sacrifice.  

Prophet
The prophet is anointed to speak the word of God clearly and boldly even when it is unpopular. The prophet is one who lives two realities at the same time. On one hand, s/he is to be deeply immersed in the Will of God and know it intimately.  On the other hand, a prophet is immersed in human society, and knows and understands the lives, challenges and journeys of the people to whom s/he is called to serve. At baptism the laity are called to be prophetic. They must be knowledgeable of the word of God in order for it to be on their lips and witnessed through their lives.

King
In the Old Testament a King was someone who leads others to God or who ‘ordered’ things so that others could achieve this ultimate mission.  One of the most powerful images of Christ in Christian devotion is his representation as King.  In part this royal title highlights the Divine authority that was given to Christ. The laity receive this same authority at baptism in order to empower them for their role in the world and therefore share the role of king. When the laity give good counsel to someone about their faith life, or direct them to God’s will, when a parent ensures that their children are growing in holiness, or when they participate in the pastoral council of the parish they are fulfilling their role as king, as leader.


‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, for he has anointed me to bring the good news to the afflicted. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives, sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord.’ Isaiah 61:1-2
As sharers in the role of Christ as priest, prophet, and king, the laity have their work cut out for them in the life and activity of the Church. Their activity is so necessary within the Church communities that without it the apostolate of the pastors is often unable to achieve its full effectiveness.
APOSTOLICAM ACTUOSITATEM  10
[bookmark: 872][bookmark: 873]"The Christian faithful are those who, inasmuch as they have been incorporated in Christ through Baptism, have been constituted as the people of God; for this reason, since they have become sharers in Christ's priestly, prophetic, and royal office in their own manner, they are called to exercise the mission which God has entrusted to the Church to fulfill in the world, in accord with the condition proper to each one."  ccc871
“Christ stands at the heart of this gathering [the Church] of humanity into the ‘family of God’.  By his word, through signs that manifest the reign of God, and by sending out his disciples, Jesus calls all people to come together around him.” ccc 542

“The layperson is a layperson and has to live as a layperson with the power of baptism, which enables him to be a leaven of the love of God in society itself, to create and sow hope, to proclaim the faith, not from a pulpit but from his everyday life. And, like all of us, the layperson is called to carry his daily cross.” Pope Francis (Cardinal Bergoglio) 2011


Use the questions below to help you reflect on the theme of our first session: ‘Called through Baptism into the family of God’

· In what ways have you responded to your ‘call’ to be priest, prophet and king’?
· How does being a member of the family of God help you to fulfil that calling?

You can record your personal reflections below:
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